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This  is  a  summarization  of  summer  tourist 
travel  in  Montana  as  reported  by  Ports  of 
Entry,  and  should  not  be  construed  as  a  re- 
port on  Montana ' s  entire  travel  industry 
for  the  year  of  1950. 


STATE  HIGOTAY  COMMISSION  OF  MONTANA 
Helena,  Montana 


Montana  State  Library 


3  0864  1006  7240  4 


PORT  OF  MTRY.  1950  SEASON 


For  the  eleventh  season,  the  State  Highvvay  Coianission  operated 
ports  of  entry  durin;?  the  summer  of  1950  to  welcome  visitors  into  the 
Treasure  State.    The  nine  ports  were  open  from  June  lU  to  Sept.  9. 

Montana's  port  of  entry  stations  were  first  opened  in  1936  and 
were  operated  yearly  until  19A2  v/hen  hostilities  forced  their  closing. 
Because  of  the  war,  the  ports  remained  closed  until  the  season  of  194-6 
and  they  have  been  open  each  year  since  that  time. 

The  State  Highway  Commission's  ports  of  entry  are  located  as 

follows : 

Columbia  Falls — At  the  ,iunction  of  U.  S.  Highway  2  and  Montana 
Highway  40, 

Missoula— At  the  junction  of  U.  S.  Highways  10,  lOA  and  93. 
Lima— At  Lima  on  U.  S.  Highway  91. 

West  Yellowstone— J ust  north  of  West  Yellowstone  on  U.  S. 

Highway  191. 
Gardiner — At  Gardiner  on  U.  S,  Highway  89. 
Rockvale— At  .iunction  of  U.  S.  Highways  12  and  310, 
Crow  Agency— At  Crow  Agency  on  U,  S.  Highway  8?. 
Miles  City — 'At  .iunction  of  U,  S,  Highvmys  10  and  12. 
Gulbertson— At  Culbertson  on  U.  S,  Highway  2. 

OBJECTIVES 

Fort  of  Entry  stations  have  a  two-fold  purpose: 

1,  To  v/elcome  visitors  to  the  Land  of  Shining  Mountains.  Many 
times  a  kind  word  and  a  smile  goes  a  long  way  in  making  the  tourist  feel 
at  home.    One  thing  is  certain— Montana' s  policy  of  greeting  the  visitor 
at  the  border  is  remembered,    V/hen  they  return  home,  they  always  recall 
Montana  as  the  state  that  took  enough  interest  in  them  to  greet  the  tour- 
ist, as  he  entered  the  state, 

2.  Although  stopping  is  voluntary,  a  large  percentage  drive  into 
the  port  stations.    There  is  no  registration  and  the  visitor  is  made  to 
feel  that  this  is  a  "courtesy"  station,  not  an  "inspection"  station.  You 
will  note  later  in  the  report  the  high  percentage  that  stop  of  their  own 
accord. 

One  of  the  important  functions  of  the  port  of  entry  system  is  to 
obtain  accurate  travel  information.    To  begin  with,  the  car  is  counted 
whether  it  stops  or  not  and  state  of  origin  is  noted  on  the  tally  sheet. 
If  the  car  stops,  notation  is  made  of  the  number  of  passengers  in  the  ve- 
hicle.   This  enables  the  state  to  obtain  authentic  information  as  to  the 
number  of  non-resident  vehicles  traveling  our  highways  in  the  summer  time 
and  the  number  of  passengers  in  these  vehicles. 

In  addition,  travel  survey  cards  are  distributed  to  the  incoming 
visitor.    In  1950,  approximately  U,000  of  these  travel  survey  cards  were 
handed  to  motorists  with  the  request  that  they  return  them  to  the  State 
Highway  Commission  upon  their  return  home.    From  these  cards  we  are  able 


to  obtain  the  following  information: 


Home  state,  number  in  party,  length  of  stay,  destination, 
total  money  spent  in  Montana,  entrances  and  exits  into  the 
state,  total  number  of  miles  traveled,  vjhat  brought  the 
visitor  to  Montana  and  any  remarks  he  cares  to  make. 

Through  assistance  of  the  planning  survey  department,  we  are  thus 
able  to  determine  what  the  Average  Montana  Visitor  looks  like,  how  much  he 
spends,  how  far  and  where  he  goes,.    It  is  most  vital  information  for  any 
kind  of  a  travel  study  and  far  more  accurate  than  other  states  that  do 
not  maintain  entrance  stations, 

PHYSICAL  EQlIIPtlEMT 

The  stations  are  l6  feet  by  20  feet,  two  room  structures,  built  on 
a  wide  turnout  that  provides  ample  parking  space.  Some  of  them  are  walled 
with  oil  siding,  some  are  built  with  rough  drop  siding,  and  all  are  copper 
roofed. 

The  front  room  serves  as  an  office  and  the  rear  room  is  arranged 
for  living  quarters  with  stove,  table,  double-deck  bunks,  cupboards,  etc. 
One  attendant,  at  least,  is  required  to  stay  in  each  station  every  night. 

In  some  instances  the  stations  are  equipped  with  pit  scales  and  are 
utilized  by  the  Maintenance  Department  during  the  off-tourist  season  for 
checking  truck  weights  and  housing  winter  maintenance  crews. 

SIGNING 

In  most  cases,  there  is  a  fieldstone  pylon  a  thousand  feet  from  each 
station.    It  supports  a  rustic  arm  from  vjhich  is  swung  a  quarter  inch  thick 
copper  plate,  cut  in  the  shape  of  the  state  and  bearing  the  legend:  "Wel- 
come to  the  Treasure  State.    Please  Stop.    Port  of  Entry  Station  1000  feet 
ahead."    This  sign  is  supplemented  by  a  wooden  sign  reading  "Out  of  State 
Cars,  Please  Stop,    Port  of  Entry  Station  1000  Feet." 

Directly  in  front  of  the  station  is  another  highway  sign  reading, 
"Port  of  Entry,    Stop,"    Across  the  front  of  the  station,  above  the  door  is 
a  sign  with  a  caption,  "Courtesy  Station.    Free  Tourist  Inf  orination.  Mont- 
ana Highway  Department," 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  two  signs  similar  to  the  one  across  the 
front  of  the  port  building  be  hung  from  the  eaves  or  placed  across  the  side 
of  the  buildinj?  so  that  the  approaching  motorist  quickly  realizes  that  it 
is  a  courtesy  station. 

PERSONNEL 

A  total  of  20  attendants,  mostly  college  students,  were  employed  as 
station  attendants.    Two  each  were  assigned  to  all  stations  but  Missoula 
where  four  were  employed  to  handle  the  large  volume  of  traffic. 

All  of  the  attendants  were  dressed  uniformly  in  cowboy  attire  pro- 
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vided  by  the  Highway  Commission,    Their  working  uniforms  consisted  of 
brighbj  red  cowboy  shirts,  Levis  and  straw  '"doggin"  hats.    Boots  and  belts 
were  provided  by  the  attendants.    Many  favorable  comments  were  received  on 
the  western  garb  of  Montana's  official  greeters. 

Attendants  provide  their  own  board  and  bedding.    They  may  "batch" 
at  the  station  or  procure  meals  elsewhere. 

ATTENDANTS  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Before  opening  of  the  port  stations,  all  attendants  attend  a  one-day 
orientation  school  at  offices  in  Helena.    At  this  school  attendants  are  given 
instructions  and  samples  of  the  tools  which  they  will  use. 

Representatives  from  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  and  the  State  Fish  & 
Game  Commission  are  asked  in  and  they  give  valuable  pointers  and  information 
to  the  attendants.    Also  they  are  given  instructions  regarding  use  of  highway 
maps,  road  reports  and  other  data  which  they  have  available. 

There  is  a  question  and  answer  period  and  attendants  are  pretty  well 
versed  in  their  duties  before  they  depart  for  their  stations. 

SERVICE  RENDERED 

When  an  out-of-state  car  drives  into  the  station,  the  port  attendant 
greets  the  motorist  and  hands  him  an  official  highway  map,  a  guest  Montana 
car  sticker,  and  this  year,  a  full-color  post  card  of  either  the  state  capitol 
building  or  Montana's  flower,  the  Bitter  Root.    On  the  post  card  is  a  vacation 
message  from  Montana, 

In  addition,  the  visitor  vjas  handed  a  folder  on  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Cavern  state  park,  provided  by  the  Park  Commission,  and  a  folder  on  Virginia 
City.    Other  area  and  chamber  of  commerce  folders  were  handed  out.    No  adver- 
tising material  of  a  commercial  nature  vjas  distributed,  nor  were  the  attend- 
ants permitted  to  recommend  places  for  lodging,  food  or  entertainment. 

One  of  the  main  functions  was  to  assist  the  motorist  in  any  way  pos- 
sible.   If  it  were  road  information  he  wanted,  the  attendants  referred  to  the 
State  Highviay  Commission  ?jeekly  bulletin  about  construction,  detours,  etc,  A 
listing  of  campgrounds  ad.iacent  to  the  main  thoroughfares  v<;as  compiled  by 
the  State  Advertising  office  and  given  to  campers  and  trailer  owners. 

Other  specialized  information  on  Glacier  and  Yellowstone  National  parks 
fishing,  special  events  (such  as  rodeos  and  Indian  ceremonials)  and  other 
attractions  was  available  upon  inquiry, 

THE  1950  TOURIST  SEASON 

As  will  be  noted  in  the  tabulations  contained  in  this  report,  Montana 
experienced  its  greatest  tourist  influx.    Figures  on  expenditures  will  not 
be  available  until  tabulation  of  the  travel  survey  cards  is  completed, 

V/ith  a  total  of  231,771  non-resident  cars  counted  at  the  ports  of 
entry  during  the  summer  season,  there  was  a  13.2^  increase  over  19 when 
20^,64.1  were  listed.    This  is  the  fifth  straight  summer  since  travel  resumed 
in  194.6  that  Montana's  tourist  traffic  has  shown  an  increase. 


In  19Uk^  161,179  tourist  cars  were  checked  at  the  port  of  entry 
stations.    In  195af  there  were  70,592  more  visitor  cars  in  the  state  during 
a  similar  period.    This  represents  a  U3%  increase  in  tourist  traffic  since 

YelloMTstone  National  Park.    For  the  third  consecutive  year,  more 
than  a  million  visitors  entered  Yellowstone  Park.    However,  registrations 
in  Yellowstone  declined  2.15^  over  the  record  year  of  19A9.    Post  and  pre- 
season travel  covering  the  period  from  Oct.  1,  1949  through  June  U,  1950 
•was  down  l6.3%  over  the  previous  year.    A  backward  spring,  unfavorable 
weather  in  May  and  late  opening  of  entrance  roads  accounted  for  the  drop 
in  attendance,  Supt.  Rogers  reported. 

Glacier  National  Park.    Travel  in  Glacier  for  the  year  ending  Sept. 
30,  1950  set  a  new  record  with  A85,950  visitors,    Supt.  Eramert  reports  that 
travel  to  Glacier  Park  has  doubled  since  the  war.    The  pre-war  high  was 
210,072  in  1936.    Montanans  led  the  parade  into  Glacier  with  56,855  entries, 
followed  by  V/ashington,  California,  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Idaho, 
North  Dakota,  New  York  and  Ohio. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  IMPROVEI^IT 

1.  Tourist  Count  Not  Complete.    Any  tourist  car  counts  made  at  the 
ports  of  entry  are  not  complete  because  we  are  missing  ouite  a  number  of 
visitors  who  come  into  the  state  on  highways  on  which  there  are  no  ports  of 
entry. 

Along  the  550  mile  Canadian-Montana  border,  we  maintain  no  Montana 
port  of  entry  stations.    Despite  this,  nearly  23,000  Canadian  cars  checked 
through  at  Columbia  Falls,  Idissoula  and  Culbertson.    Undoubtedly  a  large 
number  of  Canadian  cars  entered  Montana  and  were  not  counted. 

Another  Highway  on  which  we  do  not  have  a  port  of  entry  station  is 
the  Central  Montana  highway.    We  know  that  a  number  of  tourist  vehicles  enter 
the  state  at  Glendive  and  drive  across  on  the  Central  Montana  highway  without 
ever  stopping  at  a  port  of  entry  station. 

Because  of  these  "leaks",  we  feel  that  the  Montana  summer  count  of 
tourist  cars  is  conseirvative. 

2,  Port  Flags.    Gov.  Bonner  has  requested  that  all  ports  of  entry 
display  both  the  American  and  Montana  flag.    This  will  add  much  to  the  dig- 
nity and  appearance  of  these  stations. 

'^'^^       3.    Need  Off-Season  Survey.    ¥Jhile  actual  counts  of  tourist  cars  are 
made  in  the  summer,  there  is  a  need  for  an  up-to-date  survey  of  non-resident 
cars  traveling  Montana  highways  outside  of  the  summer  season.    It  is  a  number 
of  years  since  the  Planning  Survey  made  a  year-round,  2A-hour  count  of  non- 
resident cars  coming  into  the  state.  ^^^..z^    .  -t-i~^  -r-^ 

This  is  most  important  since  it  is  needed  for  projection  of  Montana's 
travel  business  on  a  yearly  basis. 


PORT  OF  ENTRY  CAR  COUNTS 
19  5  0 


Location 

fi>  ox    '  1^ 
Travel 

19  5  0 

19  4  9 

19  4  8 

1947 

Columbia  Falls 

20. 

46,317 

44,322 

29,979 

33,967 

Crow  Agency 

6.7 

15,420 

12,572 

12,990 

10,262 

Culbertson  ^. 

6.1 

14,125 

13,612 

12,162 

15,516 

Gardiner 

1JV.6 

33,883 

21,741 

24,190 

24,485 

Lima 

3.1 

7.399 

6,380 

5,281 

Miles  City 

12.6 

29,022 

22,490 

20,052 

18,985 

Missoula                 —  21.1 

48,999 

46,244 

51,852 

41,220 

West  Yellowstone 

8.4 

19.481 

16,667 

17,122 

16,636 

Rockvale 

i7,i?4 

19,59it 

1U,d3V 

TOTALS 

100% 

231,771  ..^^  

204,641 

135,366 

^'  1 

176,169 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

Tabulation  by  months  in  1950 
Percent  of  travel  by  months 

47,811 

20^ 

85,321 
36^ 

95,682 

40^ 

10,189 
U% 

NOTE: 

Port  of  Entry  stations  opened  June  14 

,  1950  and  closed 

September  9, 

1950 

TOURIST  TRAVEL  BY  STATES 


Vehicle  Count 


1950 
Per  Gent 


State 

1.  Washington 

2.  California 

3.  Minnesota 
U»  Illinois 

5.  Oregon 

6.  Idaho 

7.  North  Dakota 

8.  Michigan 

9.  Utah 

10.  Wisconsin 

11.  Y/yoming 

12.  lovja 

13.  Texas 
l/i.,  Colorado 

15.  Ohio 

16,  New  York 
17..  Missouri 

18.  Nebraska 

19.  Kansas 

20.  Indiana 

21.  South  Dakota 

22.  Pennsylvania 

23.  Oklahoma 

24.  New  Jersey 

25.  Arizona 

26.  Florida 

27.  Massachusetts 

28.  New  Mexico 

29.  Nevada 

30.  Maryland 

31.  Louisiana 

32.  Virginia 
33o  Connecticut 

3i+.  District  of  Columbia 

35 •  Kentucky 

36,  Tennessee 

37.  Georgia 

38,  Arkansas 

39.  West  Virginia 
AO.  North  Carolina 
Al.  South  Carolina 
U2.  Mississippi 
43.  Alabama 

AA.  Vermont 

45.  Rhode  Island 

46,  New  Hampshire 
A7.  Maine 

48.  Delaware  ■ 
Canada 

GRAITO  TOTAL 


f  Traffic 

1950 

1949 

1948 

19  Al 

16.2. 

37,472 
30,958 

29,186 

26  831 

1  6  02/ 

X'^  ,  V<.4 

28  OZO 

25  775 

13  22/ 

6-  '  " 

IZ  272' 

11  810 

9  967 
7  ,  7^  f 

9  809 

7  1  ft9 
r ,  X07 

11  823 

1  2  992 

X-c,  7  7<. 

9  236 

6  22/ 

^  7 

11  09Q- 

10  3Z8 
9  ^160 

4,022 

10  ICi 

8  867 

5/59 

L.X- 

9,701 

7  167 

(  ,  XU  f 

6  739 

1  >7 

6  362 

/  830 

6  892 

S  73Z 

-  3,448 

^»  * » 

6  166 
5  7Q6 

5,538 

4,635 

2/57 

x  7 

Z  97/ 

z  661 

2  601 

^*  J    a.  J» 

7  78'i 

4,785 

/  Aft6 

820 

J  761 

2  6ft2 

2-  1 

L  812 

Z  2Z8 

3  765 

1  /07 
X,  4U  ^ 

2  076 

2.  1 

Z  1A9 
4,  X47 

3  617 

Z86 

3  802 

3  653 

2  021 

1-  s 

3  1  53 

2  1  20 
1  760 

X,  {  uv-* 

3  171 

3  316 

2  581 
^ox 

3  619 

1,  A 
J-  0  *+  - 

3  373 

2  219 

*C,  ^X7 

J..  A- 

3  31  ^1 

JX? 

3,168 

3,321 

3  036 

1  AA/ 

X.  ^ 

3  071 

3  012 

1  Z68 

X.  ^ 

3  016 
^,  wxu 

1  88S 
X,  00  J 

2  995 

1  356 

X, 

1.0 

2  A22 

1  950 

X,  7^*^ 

2  032 

1  138 

X  ,  X  JO 

1  871 

X,  0  f  X 

1  871 

X,  0  /X 

1  859 
X,  0^  7 

897 
07  ( 

A 

J-, 

1  29Z 

X,  <.7tJr 

1  197 

X7  ( 

897 

A 
•  w 

1   /,  Z  Q 

X,  7 

1  563 
X,  J'JJ 

1  311 

X,  _?XX 

Z58 

1  135 

X,  x^^ 

1  057 

X,  v-"^  ( 

1  117 

X,  XX  I 

Z86 

1,088 

1  A55 
8Z6 

1  879 

X,  ^17 

6Q6 

AOS 

890 

308 

782 

787 

92Z 

771 

6l  5 

659 

232 

682 

592 

Z  ZO 

271 

•  J 

6/ 1 

Vj/f  X 

1 J7 

602 

1  78 

o*c  7 

669 

61  3 

9Q9 

<-7  7 

/  Aft 

977 

00 
.  •c<c 

kin 

1  A'^ 

00 

5xo 

470 

4:?7 

•  2 

400 

111 
34  f 

J-r3 

•  2 

445 

435 

00  / 

4*-'0 

Aqi 
oVx 

1  no 
xUV 

381 

347 

x<iX 

•±<r  .  a- 

Q  en 

35U 

<cV4 

'71; 
IJ 

.13 

315 

313 

531 

160 

.13 

308 

252 

207 

82 

.10 

234 

194 

205 

46 

.10 

233 

240 

168 

90 

.09 

216 

187 

245 

98 

.09 

203 

195 

263 

80 

,06 

144 

151 

172 

62 

10, 

22,969 

19,637 

11,432 

13,419 

100. 

231,823 
•f-  /'  ^  7 

204,641 

185,841 

115,621 

REGIONAL  TOURIST  VISITORS 


PACIFIC  COAST  STATES 


SOUTHERN  STATES 


California  13.5^ 
Oregon  5. 
V/ashington  l6.  . 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  STATES 

Idaho  % 

Nevada  .33 

Utah  3. 

Wyoming  2.3 

Colorado  2. 

11.635? 

MID  TJEST  STATES 

Michigan  3.3^ 
North  Dakota 

South  Dakota  1.3 

Minnesota  6. 

VJisconsin  3« 

Illinois  5»5 

Iowa  2. 

Nebraska  1.4 

Kansas  1.4 

Missouri  1.5 

Indiana  1.3 

Ohio  1.9 
32.6^ 


SOUTHlfffiST  STATES 

Texas 
Oklahoma 
Arizona 
New  Mexico 
Arkansas 


2.  % 
.8 

.6 
.36 
.2 

3796? 


Florida 

Alabama  .13 

Mississippi  .13 

Virginia  .3 

Louisiana  .3 

Tennessee  »22 

Kentucky  -.22 
W,  Virginia  .17 
Georgia  .2 
S.  Carolina  .16 
N.  Carolina  .16 
2.49^ 

EASTERN  STATES 

New  York  1.5% 

Pennsylvania  1. 
Delaware  .06 
Maryland  .33 
New  Jersey  .6 
3.49% 


NEW  ENGLAND  STATES 


Massachusettes 

Connecticut 

Maine 

Vermont 

New  Hampshire 

Rhode  Island 


CANADA 


.43% 

.3 

.09 

.10 

.09 

.10 


FOREIGN 


1.11^ 
10.% 


Cars 


709 


Passengers 
2011 


FOREIGN  CARS  &  PASSENGERS  -  1950 


COUNTRY  NO.  CARS  NO.  PASSEI^GERS 


nawaii 

±o  ( 

J  7  J 

1108 

155 

Japan 

82 

Okinawa 

o 

Mexico 

K 
J 

Q 

Guam 

7 

Nassau  Bahamas 

X 

4 

H  oil  and. 

1 
X 

9 

India 

X 

q 

Brazil 

1 

X 

•a 

Italy 

X. 

c 
? 

Denmark 

1 
X 

o 
<b 

Switzerland 

Q 

J 

f 

England 

f 

British  Honduras 

X 

/ 

Germany 

5 

u 

Kenya  Colony 

1 

2 

Sweden 

n 

X 

o 
<c 

Arabia 

1 

5 

Nicaragua 

1 

3 

Yukon  Territory 

2 

7 

Nova  Scotia 

1 

3 

Cuba 

3 

11 

West  Indies 

3 

10 

Philippines 

1 

3 

Australia 

1 

2 

Puerto  Rico 

2 

A 

South  Africa 

1 

2 

New  Foundland 

1 

3 

N.  W.  Territory 

1  . 

3 

Prince  Edward  Island 

1 

? 

Total 

709 

2011 

PERCMTAGE  OF  CAR  STOPS  AT  PORT  OF  ENTRY  STATIONS 

Percentage 

Port  Hours  Open  Cars  Stopping       Total  Count  Stopping 

Missoula  7  AM  to  9  PM  33,7U  A8,999  68,?^ 

Columbia  Falls         7  AM  to  7  PM  31,9/V3  U(>,317  68.9^ 

Gardiner  6: 30  AM  to  8: 30  PM  31,A25  33,883  92.7% 

Miles  City  6  AM  to  8  PM  23,056  29,022  79.0% 

?7est  Yellowstone     6:30  AM  to  8:30  PM  15,718  19,481  80.6% 

Crow  Agency  7  AM  to  9  PM  12,120  15,420  78.5% 

Rockvale  7  AM  to  9  PM  11,772  17,134  62.0% 

Culbertson  6  AM  to  8  PM  10,017  14,125  70.9% 

Uma  7  AM  to  9  B4  6,271  7,390  84.8% 
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